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 Sort the 5 regions of Georgia cards in 5 

columns.  Read the description of each region 

on the back of the picture.  Record the 

important information into your flip book.  

After reading the information on the back of 

the plant and animal cards, sort them into the 

correct region/ habitat where the plant and 

animal would be best suited.  Record your sort 

into your science notebook. 

 

Mountains 

The mountain region is the highest region in Georgia and is known as the Blue 

Ridge Mountains which are a part of the Appalachian Mountain chain (the oldest 

mountain chain in North America). Weather is cooler in the mountains as 

compared to other. During winter, mountains temperatures can fall to a little 

lower than 40°F. Snow may fall in the mountains.  Some animals in this region 

include black bears, whitetail deer, foxes, raccoons, opossums, birds (warbler, 

nuthatch, and woodpecker), salamanders, beavers, bobcats, and trout.  Some 

plants in this region include mountain laurels, pine trees, maple trees, beech 

trees, tulip poplars, magnolia, azaleas, and the Cherokee rose. 
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Swamp/ Marsh 

The swamp region is found along the border with Florida, within the 

coastal plain.  The most famous swamp in Georgia is the Okefenokee 

Swamp.  The swamp is noted for its cypress trees and alligator 

population.  Plant and animal life have adapted to the wet landscape; 

birds have long legs and beaks which allows them to stand in the water.  

Amphibians and plants are able to endure the extreme variations in 

temperature above and below the water. 

 
 

Atlantic Coast 

The Atlantic Ocean is the home of the Right Whale during its mating 

season.  Loggerhead Turtles come ashore on the barrier islands to lay 

their eggs.  Gray’s Reef is a national marine sanctuary located off the 

coast of Savannah.  The Atlantic Ocean region is rich with wildlife 

diversity, as it is known as the “armpit of the east coast,” meaning that 

Georgia’s shoreline is the innermost pocket of water between Main and 

Florida.  Many different plants and animals funnel into the part of the 

ocean along the Georgia coast.
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Piedmont 
The piedmont region is noted for its hard red clay soil and rocky 

landscapes.  It has large deciduous forests (forests where the trees shed 

their leaves in colder months) and many varieties of wildflowers.  The 

land is characterized by green rolling hills, isolated mountains, rivers, 

and ravines.  The red clay soil provides a source for mining. Half of 

Georgia’s population lives in the piedmont region. It is the second 

largest region in Georgia. The piedmont region has mild winters and hot 

summers. Chattahoochee River is the major river is region. Some 

animals in this region include wild turkey, raccoons, squirrels, deer, 

birds of prey, eastern bluebirds, and opossums. Some plants in this 

region include kudzu, pine trees, oak trees, hickory trees, and dogwood 

trees.  This is where you live! 

 

Coastal Plain 

 

The coastal plain region takes up the southern half of the state.  It has 

loamy soil (rich dark soil) and sandy soil (closer to the ocean).  As the 

name suggests, this region is characterized by large flat areas.  The flat 

landscape and rich soil make this region perfect for a strong farming 

community.  The climate is warm, meaning mammals have thin coats of 

fur. 
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Whitetail Deer – The Whitetail Deer is a 

mammal that lives in the northern regions 

of Georgia. Its hooves allow it to walk 

along rocky terrain, and its fur helps to 

keep it warm in winter months. The deer 

has a unique digestive system that allows 

it to eat woody plants that other animals 

can’t digest. They typically live in heavily 

wooded areas, but that is changing as 

humans develop in many deer habitats. 

 

Seaweed – Seaweed is a plant that 

attaches itself to underwater 

rocks, coral, or shells. It requires a 

saltwater environment, and water 

which is clear enough to allow 

light through for photosynthesis. 

 

Gopher Tortoise – The Gopher Tortoise 

is a reptile that burrows deep into the 

sandy soil of the Coastal Plains using its 

wide flat claws. They eat primarily 

plants and herbs that grow low to the 

ground. They also require a lot of 

sunlight. The lack of thick forest areas 

along the Coastal Plains region is 

perfect to meet this requirement. 

 

Eastern Bluebird – The Eastern Bluebird is 

a bird that lives primarily in the cavities of 

trees (often abandoned Woodpecker 

holes). They build nests out of grass, plant 

stems, and pine needles (the pine tree is 

common to the Piedmont region). 

Bluebirds primarily eat insects, but also 

enjoy berries and small fruits. They prefer 

the warmer climate during Georgia’s 

spring and summer months. 

 

Right Whale – The right whale is a 

mammal that lives in saltwater 

oceans. It can get as large at 18m 

(60ft) in length. It feeds on krill, 

zooplankton, small crustaceans, 

and other ocean creatures that 

can filter into its mouth. 

 

Alligator– The alligator is a reptile that 

prefers fresh water and brackish (mix of salt 

and fresh water) areas. It has a large tail that 

is used primarily for propelling it through the 

water. It is typically a dark black color, which 

allows it to blend in with the dark muddy 

waters of the marsh. Baby alligators have 

yellow bands on their back which allows them 

to blend in with reeds and grasses. Alligators 

eat fish, smaller reptiles, and sometimes 

larger animals. 
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Saw Palmetto  - Saw Palmetto is a 

common understory plant, often found 

growing thicket-like in southern 

Georgia and the Florida peninsula. It is 

a low, spreading palm with stiff leaves 

and spiny leaf stems. In coastal regions, 

it is an aggressive spreader. It is 

tolerant of salt spray and drought, and 

is an excellent choice for coastal 

landscapes. 

 

Kudzu - Currently it is found throughout most 

of the southeastern states and is widespread 

throughout Georgia. Kudzu is a climbing vine 

capable of reaching lengths of over 100 feet. 

Kudzu’s preferred habitat is open, disturbed 

areas such as roads, rights-of-way, forest 

edges, and old fields. It is an aggressive 

invader capable of growing over 1 foot a day 

in prime conditions. Kudzu often grows over, 

smothers, and kills all other vegetation 

including trees. 

Pine Tree  – The Shortleaf Pine Tree is 

able to survive in soils that are low on 

organic matter, which includes the clay 

of the Georgia Piedmont region. The 

tree is able to survive the warm 

summer months as well as the cold 

winter months. The tree provides food 

and habitats for a large number of 

animals. 

 

Mountain Laurel – Mountain 

Laurel is an evergreen shrub that 

typically grows on rocky slopes 

and forested areas. The plant is 

poisonous to many animals that 

live in the mountain region, which 

allows it to thrive and not become 

a food source. 

 

Pitcher Plant – The muddy soil of the 

marsh is nutrient poor, therefore, many 

plants must rely on getting nutrients from 

other sources, including animals.  The 

pitcher plant attracts small insects with its 

smell. When insects land inside the long 

stalks of the plants, they are forced down 

by small inner hairs of the plant. Inside the 

stalk the animal drowns in a sticky fluid, 

and the plant digests the soft parts of the 

insect. 

 

Live Oak – The Live Oak is a tree that 

remains green during the winter 

months, making it look “alive” instead 

of dead during the winter. It grows in 

sandy soils and the leaves are waxy and 

repel salt spray. This allows it to live 

near saltwater areas, such as the 

Atlantic Ocean or brackish swamps. 
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Water Lilies - The fragrant water lily is 

a floating-leaved plant that grows 

rooted in mucky or silty sediments in 

water up to six to seven feet deep. It 

prefers quiet waters such as ponds, 

lake margins, and slow streams 

Cypress Trees -  The bald cypress is a large 
slow growing tree which frequently 

reaches 100 to 120 feet in height and 3 to 
6 feet in diameter. The bald cypress is 
generally restricted to very wet soils 
consisting of muck, clay or fine sand 

where moisture is abundant and fairly 
permanent. Its thin bark offers little 

protection against fire and during years of 
drought when swamps are dry, fire kills 

great numbers of cypress. 
 

Pine Tree  – The Shortleaf Pine Tree is 

able to survive in soils that are low on 

organic matter, which includes the clay 

of the Georgia Piedmont region. The 

tree is able to survive the warm 

summer months as well as the cold 

winter months. The tree provides food 

and habitats for a large number of 

animals. 

 

Black Bears - Bears typically live in swamps 
and forested areas, especially mature mixed 

pine stands that offer a plentiful supply of 
natural foods and trees and thickets that they 

can escape to for security. Bears are 
considered omnivorous meaning their diet 
consists of whatever is readily available at 

that time of year. The majority of their natural 
diet consists of berries, fruits, acorns, grasses 

and animal matter, including insects or 
mammals-even deer. Bears can become 

attracted to human food when their natural 
diet sources are scarce. 

 

Herons  - Never far from water, herons 

inhabit marshes, lakes, rivers, bays, beaches, 

mangroves, and other wetlands across the 

United States. Herons are usually gray, though 

a white subspecies can be found in Florida. 

They have long wings and legs, and a long bill 

that tapers to a point. Usually hunting while 

standing in the water, they spot prey by sight, 

feeding on such diverse fare as fish, insects, 

crustaceans, amphibians, reptiles, and small 

mammals. 

Wild Hogs– Wild or feral hogs in Georgia 

prefer the cover of dense brush for 

protection, but also may be found in mature 

woodlands and grassy areas. During hot 

weather they spend much of their time 

wallowing in swamps, wetlands, ponds, and 

streams close to protective cover. Feral hogs 

are omnivorous and will eat anything from 

grain to carrion. They also consume roots and 

invertebrates such as centipedes, leeches, 

earthworms and crayfish.  
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Answer Key: 

Mountains: Black Bears, Whitetail Deer, Mountain Laurel 

Piedmont: Eastern Bluebird, Wild Turkey, Kudzu, Pine Tree 

Coastal Plains: Wild Hog, Gopher Tortoise, Live Oak, Saw Palmetto, 

Atlantic Ocean: Right Whale, Seaweed 

Swamps/Marshes: Alligator, Herons, Cypress Tree, Water Lilies, Pitcher 
Plant 

 


